
Criminology Applied Diploma 

Exam Board: WJEC 
Entry requirements: Grade 4 in GCSE English Language and GCSE Maths 

Intent 

Structure 
WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is a qualification with elements of psychology, law and sociology that 
complements studies in humanities. This is an Applied General qualification. This means it is designed primarily to support 
learners progressing to university. It has been designed to offer exciting and interesting experiences that focus learning for 
16-19 year-old learners and adult learners through applied learning, i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and 
understanding in purposeful contexts linked to the criminal justice system. The qualification would support learners’ 
progression from any study at Level 2, particularly GCSEs in Sociology, Law, Psychology, Citizenship, History and 
Humanities. 
This level 3 Diploma is offered to students who have a keen interest in crime. You need to be non-judgemental, be very 
interested in people, society and crime, be able to work under pressure, look to make contacts outside of college, be 
innovative and really motivated.  It is an intense two year course. There will be regular homework and assignments, you 
have to be happy to make presentations to the class and work in groups. The course is taught in the same way as A levels 
are taught, with the same expectations on students to achieve high standards in their work.  Students may find some of 
the content disturbing given the nature of crime, although all topics are handled sensitively  

Implementation 

Content & Sequencing 
In the first year you’ll study: 

• Changing awareness of crime: At the end of this unit, 
you will have developed skills to differentiate between 
myth and reality when it comes to crime and to 
recognise that common representations may be 
misleading and inaccurate; the importance of changing 
public perceptions of crime; the skills to plan a 
campaign for change in relation to crime; for example 
to raise awareness, change attitudes or change 
reporting behaviour. 

• Criminological theories: At the end of this unit you will 
have developed the skills to evaluate some 
criminological theories (why do people commit 
crimes?) and know there are debates within the 
different theories. You will understand how changes in 
criminological theory have influenced policy. You will 
also have gained the skills to apply the theories to a 
specific crime or criminal in order to understand both 
the behaviour and the theory. 

 

In the second year of the A-level you’ll broaden your 
understanding of criminology. You’ll study: 

• Crime Scene to Court Room: At the end of this unit you 
will have developed the skills to analyse evidence, 
review criminal cases and evaluate the evidence in the 
cases to determine whether the verdict is safe and 
just.  

• Crime and Punishment: At the end of this unit, you will 
consider such questions such as "Why do most of us 
tend to obey the law even when to do so is against our 
own interests?", "What social institutions have we   

Impact 

Onward Progression 
WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology would be 
especially useful if applying for; BSc Criminology, BA 
Criminology, BA Criminology and Criminal Justice, BSc (Hons) 
Criminology and Psychology, LLB (Hons) Law with Criminology, 
BA (Hons) Criminology and Sociology, BA (Hons) Criminology, 
BSc (Hons) Psychology and Sociology, BSc Criminology with 
Law.  
 

Alternatively, the qualification allows learners to gain the 
required understanding and skills to be able to consider 
employment within some aspects of the criminal justice 
system, e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts and 
Tribunals Service or the National Offender Management 
Service.  

Further information contact 
Mr C. Langan - Curriculum Lead for Criminology 

clangan@shoreham-academy.org 

developed to ensure that people do obey laws?", 
"What happens to those who violate our legal 
system?", "Why do we punish people?", "How do we 
punish people?" What organisations do we have in our 
society to control criminality or those who will not 
abide by the social rules that most of us follow?", "We 
spend a great deal of taxpayers' money on social 
control, and so how effective are these organisations 
in dealing with criminality?"  

 

Assessment Methods 
A combination of internal and external exams. 


